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What is Education

for Sustainability ?

Who are we?

We are catalysts for action at a
community and school level. Though our
strategic partnerships with impact-
focused organisations and initiatives we
directly support children, young people
and educators to act and impact within
and beyond the boundaries of the school
wall.

Founded by Susan Adams in 2017, as a
response to the escalating decline of the
natural world, it is our mission to ensure
that the young people of today are
educated about the climate crisis and
that they have the knowledge, skills and
tools to take action so they can be
informed and empowered stakeholders
for the future.

Key Impact Pillars

Educating & Informing
Building Educator Capacity
Accelerating Local Action

94%
of teachers

97% of satisfied

students have
taken action

What do we offer?

Education for Sustainability school
programmes, deliver in person (or online),
expertly facilitated, up-to the minute,
practical, skills-based action-focused
climate and ecological education to
primary and post-primary schools all over
Ireland.

Education for Sustainability’s online learning
portal provides ongoing access to content
for educators and specialised resources,
upskilling and leadership insights for
school principals looking to integrate climate
and ecological education into the life of their
school and better understand the impact of
climate change on children and young
people’s lives and well-being now and in the
future.

Buildling a sustainable organisation
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Our Vision
An Ireland where every child and
young person is climate literate and

has the skills, knowledge and agency to
act NOW

Our Mission

To educate and inform children, young
people and their educators on the
climate and ecological crisis and

inspire action at a community, national
3,500

and international level

Native Trees
Planted

Plastic Free
Schools

action projects

41 ’ OO O Students engaged

Climate actions
recorded by

9 students

Environmentalist
Awards

i
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Measuring Impact

Since 2021, a total of 1011 participant impact survey answers have been collected. 54 were
answered by teachers and 957 were answered by students.

Disclaimer: This impact report is derived from qualitative & quantitative survey responses provided
voluntarily by participants. The perspectives, opinions, and experiences are shared in this report are
individual & subjective and may not represent the views of the entire participant pool.

Building Educator
Capacity

Since taking part in the Education for Sustainability module....

96% of teachers
understand what the
causes of climate change
are after the teacher
training.

93% of students say they
can now search for &
identify trustworthy
information about global
issues

87% of students are now
aware of the changes we
need to make in our lives in
order to make the world
fairer and more sustainable
for all

90% of teachers feel more
confident in teaching and
communicating with their
students about climate and
ecological issues after the
course

100% of teachers say the

facilitation methods were
effective in helping them

engage with the content and
93% say materials were
effective with plenty of
activities enabling active
learning

83% of teachers understand
how to engage students so
that they feel empowered to
take environmental action
themselves since taking the
course

93% of teachers feel
confident about leading
sustainability initiatives

within their school

97% of students have
taken action since taking
the course

91% of students think about
and change the way they live
(i.e. the thing they buy, use
eat) so people and planet are
not affected negatively by
their choices
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82% of students are aware of the
reasons WHY the world is unequal -
the history and current systems that
have contributed to it

88% of students understand that
people in the world are all connected
and dependent on each other (trade,
food, work, socially,environmentally
etc.)

92% of students say they can evaluate
different climate actions & can evaluate
which actions are most impactful

89% of students feel confident to
share their learnings with their peers &
are open to learning from them

97% of students think it is
important to learn about
environmental issues in school

96% of students believe the
rights & needs of others should
be equal to their own

93% if students feel they are an
active global citizen (know their
rights and responsibilities, and
can take action to make the
world a better place)

71% of students actively share
their learnings with others &
encourage them to take action

87% of students question and
challenge stereotypes since
taking the course
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Building Educator

Capacity
Providing exciting, informed capacity building & leadership insights &
opportunities for Principals and education innovators

The course increases educators’ ability to lead on climate and
ecological education in their school and community

88% of teachers encourage students
to question and challenge poor
attitudes about the environment.

60% think of and come up with
creative ways to inspire students
about the environment.

76% engage students to learn and
take action on climate change.

72% encourage students to
participate in environmental projects,
both in school and outside of school.

The course helps build the confidence of educators in relation

to climate education

86% feel more confident in using
game-based activities (such as those
in the Climate Literacy course) with
their students

90% feel more confident in teaching
and communicating with my students
about climate and ecological issues.

More precisely:

100% feel very confident about
delivering the 8 week climate literacy
programme to their students

96% feel very confident in guiding
their students to carry out an
environmental action project

93% feel very confident about leading
sustainability initiatives within their
schools
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After the course, St. Andrews College Dublin has

organised a beach clean up action project 5 St Mary’s, Dublin accelerate

local action by empowering
their teachers through
Education For Sustainability
training

Agents of Change
at Tullamore
College receiving
their climate
literacy certiciate

Since taking part in the course,
Newpark school, Dublin is
Ireland’s first plastic free school.

Kill O'Grange,
Dublin, Upcycling Every year, 4th years educate
Project incoming 1st years about the

impact of plastic pollution

. / through peer-led workshops.
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| use less electricity - turn off lights/appliances (13%)

| choose to walk more or cycle more often (12%)

| buy local produce (10%)

| buy second-hand items and clothing (9%)
| waste less water (9%)

| use public transport more (8%)
| no longer use plastic bottles, bags, straws, and lids (8%)

| opt for glass jars/bottles or tin cans over plastic ones (5%)
| take steps to reduce my food waste (5%)

| use a travel cup instead of single-use plastic (5%)

| eat less meat - less than three times a week (3%)
Use a bar of soap instead of bottled products (3%)

| have invested in a wooden/bamboo toothbrush (1%).
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Key
Learnings

Education For Sustainability (EFS) reaches
its impact objectives. Most importantly,
EFS effectively imparts knowledge about
climate change to both students and
educators. Through peer-to-peer
workshops, students learn to transmit
knowledge to younger students, and our
Teacher Training allows teachers to gain
confidence in teaching climate education.
But we wish to go even further...

... in order to reach our objective of
100% climate literate schools by 2023, we

need to ensure that we are
collaborating with community
stakeholders to create pathways into
volunteering and employment to
collectively take action.

Today 29% of students do not actively
share their learnings with others or
encourage them to take action. We are
working on reducing this number to 10%.

Moreover, our feedback reveals that 64%
of participants say their attitudes on
climate change have changed since EFS.
In order to better understand the 36%
that have felt no change, our data
collection will be improved by separating

‘no, my attitude has not changed’ from
‘no, | was already aware or actively
engaged'.

Although our course builds educator
confidence, 40% don't yet think of
creative ways to inspire students about
the environment . So, While EFS
positively impacts educator capacity by,
fostering increased confidence, there is
a recognized need to further assist
teachers in developing their own
creative methods for inspiring
students to take action.

Finally, feedback has showed that EFS
initiates momentum for individual action.
Although individual change is crucial for
a sustainable future, ensuring long-
lasting changes requires embedding
this momentum in local communities
through local and group-based action.
We will thus research how this
momentum is channelled and sustained
once the course has been completed by
collecting data on initiatives taken by
schools within their wider communities.
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Contact us
for further
Inquiries

www.educationforsustainability.ie
Susan Adams 097 7983469

Orla Sheehan n085 1695785
info@educationforsustainability.ie
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